Cruz in Control

During its 82-year existence, 11 directors have
led the SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM OF ART

(SBMA). Only one of these individuals was female:

Ala Story, whose tenure ended in 1957. Now,
nearly seven decades later, Amada Cruz has been
selected as SBMA's Eichholz Foundation Director.
This is not to say the museum has ignored
women. Mercedes Eichholz and Leslie Ridley-Tree,
two formidable Santa Barbara philanthropists, each
chaired the organization’s board of directors. And
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the Women's Board, the museum’s wildly successful
fund-raising group, has significantly shaped SBMA
since 1951. But Cruz’s appointment signals a
different era, as a new generation of women steps
into high-profile leadership roles at several key
Santa Barbara cultural institutions.

Cruz was nine months old when her family
emigrated to the United States from her birthplace,
Havana, Cuba. After graduating from New York
University with a fine arts/political science degree,
Cruz began her art-world ascent as a curator, with
stints at the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Museum and
Chicago’s Museum of Contemporary Art. Early on
she was strongly encouraged to apply for director-
ship positions, and she has followed that path for
much of her 30-year career. Cruz ran a renowned art
residency program (Artpace in Texas), directed Bard
College’s Center for Curatorial Studies Museum
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in New York, and was director of the Phoenix Art
Museum. Most recently, Cruz served as executive
director of the Seattle Art Museum.

Compared with the Seattle institution, which
has three large venues hosting nearly a million
visitors per year, SBMA is intimate, attracting
150,000 annual guests. But the size disparity is what
attracted Cruz to Santa Barbara. “I can actually
get my arms around this place,” she says. “At
this point in my career, I want something a little
more manageable. I also want to think about
communities and making connections, more than
taking care of facilities. I'd like to focus more on
mission.”

For Cruz, SBMA'’s mission statement is critical.
“It is the North Star for everything the museum
does,” she says. “I am very attracted to the mission
statement, which is very simple in many ways but
very important to think about: ‘integrating art into
the lives of people.” That means the museum is
not an ivory tower; that means that everyone here
believes that art can have an effect on people’s lives.”

Given the reality that museums must compete
to stay relevant in a world of virtual entertainment,
Cruz knows this mission is no small task. But she
has considered what an ideal museum could be. “A
place that really provides meaning for people. A
place that has connections to a lot of communities,
so people come and they feel like it’s their museum,”
Cruz says, adding, “I think that really the only
future for museums to survive is for people to
actually feel they have ownership. People want to
see themselves in museums. That is very important
to keep in mind.” 1130 State St., Santa Barbara, 805-
963-4364, SBMA.NET. LORIE DEWHIRST PORTER

Creative Collab

Collaboration between creatives can result in magic;
the artistic result almost always exceeds the sum of
its parts. Now two of Santa Barbara’s most popular
arts institutions, the Santa Barbara Museum of
Art (SBMA) and the Museum of Contemporary
Art Santa Barbara (MCASB), are joining forces to
present Janna Ireland: True Story Index, a midcareer
survey of the artist’s work on view at both locations
February 11 through May 12, 2024.

Based in Los Angeles, Ireland is an assistant
professor in Occidental College’s Department
of Art and Art History. She is known for her
photographs featuring themes of family, home,
and Black identity in American culture. Regarding
Paul Williams: A Photographer’s View, her acclaimed
photographic monograph of buildings designed
by legendary Black architect Paul Williams, was
published in 2020. Ireland’s work resides in
museum collections nationwide, including the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art and SBMA.

The exhibition is co-curated by Charlie
Wylie, SBMA Curator of Photography and New
Media, and MCASB's Frederick Janka. SBMA.NET,
MCASANTABARBARA.ORG. L.D.P.
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In Love with
Landscape

ATKINSON GALLERY, at Santa Barbara’s

City College, is one of the best places locally to
see contemporary art, thanks to the insightful
exhibitions by its talented director, John Connelly.
New Landscapes Part I, which is on view through
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