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By Charles Donelan 

Finally, Gabriela Ruiz has created an eerie insallation in a side room that requires viewers to don 
disposable shoe covers before sepping into a blue-tinted sandbox. “From Above” (2021) and “El Camino 
Solo” (2021) use wood, plaser, cloth, foam, plexiglass, spray paint, and a surveillance camera and TV 
monitor to deliver an immersive experience that’s either entrancing or uncomfortable, depending on your 
perspective. It’s a terrifc piece and well worth the efort of slipping on the booties.
See mcasantabarbara.org.

Review | ‘This Basic Asymmetry’ at MCA Santa Barbara

Group Show in Santa Barbara Explores Bias in Perceptions of Self and Others
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