The Mexico-Guatemala border
is the primary source of mili-
tary grade weaponry used by
the Mexican drug cartels.
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reforms. Mexico does not have sufficient

resources to patrol the border

with only 125 officers to moni-

tor the entire 577-mile border,

as they have been concentrat-

ing their efforts on fighting the
cartels in the North.
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Guatemala is known as the birthplace
of chocolate, with the Maya worship-
ing the cacao tree and calling choco-
late the “food of the gods.” A meal-
ing stone was used to grind the
cacao down into an edible form.
They liked it bitter and spicy, adding
chilies and cornmeal to the ferment-
ed cacao pulp mixture and drinking
up for health and vitality. In this Maya
vase, a segment of the Popel Vuh
(the sacred Maya book) is depicted:
After the beheading by the Lords of
the Otherworld, Prince Hun Hunah-
pu's head is hung in a cacao tree.

In 1954, president Arbenz was toppled by
U.S.-backed forces led by Colonel Carlos
Castillo Armas. This military opposition
was armed, trained, and organized by the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).
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Jorge Ubico was the authoritari
ruler from 1931 to 1944, A general
the Guatemalan army. he was el ct-

In 1944, Juan Jose Arévalo
became president follow-
ing the overthrow of dic-
tator Jorge Ubico, intro-
ducing social-democratic
s, including setting

Along the border between Mexico and Guate-
mala today, migration plays a key role in shap-
ing border dynamics, along with associated fac-
tors such as safety, violence, and human rights.
Continuous changes characterize the border
dynamics between Mexico and Guatemala, re-
configuring identities and deepening inequality.

ctors of Unlr.ed Fruit Company
the Truman and

Eisenhower admi ons that Colonel
Arbenz intended to Guatemala with
the Soviet Bloc. UFCO was the largest
Guatemalan landowner and employer,
and the Arbenz government’s land re:
form Included the expropriation of 40%
of UFCO land.

In July 2007, Amnesty Interna-
tional urged th: vernment to
ratify the UN-backed Interna-
peace processe tional Commission Against Im-
However, the lJN claims punity in Guatemala (CICIG) as
that Guatemala still suf- af step towards tackling
fers from crime, social the culture of impun
ce, and human to have contributed to Guate-
mala’s soaring murder rate.

of gwlng massive con
United Fruit Company and support-

ing their harsh labor practices. the 1954 U

coup d'état against Ja

picted at the center is the U.S. S
of State, John Foster Dulle:
hands with Castillo Armas.

Migration flows are increasingly intense. These
travelers are heading for the U.S.
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In October 2008, former President
Alfonso Portillo was extradited from
Mexico to face corruption charges
linked to the disappearance of $15
million earmarked for the Guatema-
lan defense department.
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1969: Grupo Vértebra was founded by art-
ists

In May 2009, President Colom denied
ar René Rolas, Marco Augusto

In November 2007, Alvaro his involvement in the murder of a
Colom of center-left Na- v prominent lawyer who, in a video
tional Unity of Hope Party made before his death, claimed
won presidential elections Colom and others were out to kill
with nearly 53% of the vote. him. A UN probe cleared Mr. Colom.

In the 1970s, military rulers
barked on a program to elin
nate left-wingers (so-called
communists or those suspect-
ed of being one), resulting in
at least 50,000 deaths.

Cabr
n Costa Rica until the 1990s. On December 6, 1982, 58

ibiles (a special operations agreed to pay $1.8 million in
wing of the Armed Forces, compensation to the families
disguised as gueril of men, women, and children
batants, Dos Erres in illed by soldiers and paramili-
La Liberts i n the northern vi

226 villa Dos Erres in 1982,

Chicken bus (camioneta) is a collo-
quial English name for a colorful,
medified, and decorated bus that
transports goods and people be-
tween communities.

The base vehicle is usually a retired
North American school bus on a light
or medium truck chassis, The word
“chicken” refers both to the fact that
the buses are often crammed with
passengers, not unlike a truckload of
chickens, and that Central Americans
occasionally transport live animals
on such buses.

With increased military aid from the
United States, the 5,000-man Guatemalan
Army mounted a large pacification effort
in the departments of Zacapa and lzabal
in October 1966 dubbed Operacldn Gua-
temala. Hundreds of persons suspected of
belonging to the FAR (Revolutionary
Armed Forces) were tortured and execut-
ed in La Palma, Zacapa.

Tikal was the capital of a conquest
state that became one of the most
powerful kingdoms of the ancient
Maya. Though monumental archi-
tecture at the site dates back as far
as the 4th century BC, Tikal reached
its culmination during the Classic
Period, c. 200 to 900 AD. The city
dominated much of the Maya region
politically, economically, and mili-
tarily, while interacting with areas
throughout Mesocamerica such as
the great metropolis of Teotihuacdn
in the distant Valley of Mexico.

Coffee production in Gua-
temala began to develop in
the 1850s. Coffee is an im-
portant element of Guate-
mala's economy.
Disappearances and killings of peas-
ants in the Ixil region incre
le under Lucas Garci. e

y. In 1981, the pr nt's brother,
General Benedicto Lucas Garcia,
became Chief of Staff of the Guate-
malan Army and implement:
counterinsurgency npaign
the help of the U.S Group (ene of

In March 1978, Romeo Lucas
Garcia was elected president.
Nearly 100 people were Killed
by t rmy during a peaceful
demaonstration in May of 1978
in Panzds, Alta Verapaz.

The art of backstrap weaving is practiced by many
artisans in the highlands of Guatemala and has been
indigenous to this region for generations. According
to Maya myth, backstrap weaving eriginated with
Ixchel, the Maya Goddess. Maya textiles are used for
dally clothing and are incorporated into ancient cer-
emonies and rituals. Women's traje (traditional
clothing) consists of a huipil (a blouse made from a
square or rectangular piece of woven fabric with a
hole in the middle for the head and folded and
stitched up the sides with arm holes) worn with
corte (a skirt tied at the waist with a woven belt).
Textiles vary by community, and designs and colors
are often indicative of a specific village.

In 1981, around
11,000 people were
killed by death
squads and soldiers
in response to grow-
and rendén:-d homeless ing anti-government
mere than a millien. . | guerrilla activity.

bruary 2018, A replica of

In 1982, General Efrain Rios Montt traval almost 3,000 miles over two woeks.
gained power following a military
coup. As part of operation Victoria

Idiers from the military
fort in La Perla, Chajul, rushed into
a nearby settlement because It had
been targeted as “subversi The
attack left 95 civilians dead.

In ©October 2010, the U.5. apologized
for deliberately infecting hundreds of
uatemalans with gonorrhea and syphi-
lis as part of medical tests in the 1940s
sident Colom described the tests
a “crime against humanity.”

In 1982, in Rabinal, Baja Vi
paz, the army brutally abus:
and massacred 250 Maya vil-
lagers, mostly the elderly,
women, and children, after

first bombarding the village
from the air and with mortars.

Official 2012 statistics indicate that 60.2% of the population
Is “non-indigenous,” referring to the Mestizo population
and the people of European origin (Ladino). 39.8% of the
population is indigenous and consists of 23 Maya groups
(among them K'iche’, Kagchikel, Mam, and Q'eqchi’ and
one non-Maya group (the Garifuna). They live all over the
country, especially in the highlands. Other ethnic groups
include numbers of Afro-Guatemalans, Afro-Mestizos, and
Garifuna of mixed African and indigencus Caribbean
origins who live in the country’'s eastern regions.

In 1985, Marco Vinici

Cerezo Arévalo was elected
president and the Guatema-
lan Christian Democratic Par-
ty won legislative elections
under a new constitu

The Ixil Community, or Ixil Triangle, is a name
given to three neighboring towns in the
Quiché department in the western highlands:
Santa Maria Nebaj, San Juan Cotzal, and San
Gaspar Chajul. The area’s population is pre-
dominantly of Ixil descent.

In 1991, Jorge Serrano Elias
was elected president. Th
diplomatic relation

was restored with Belize,
with whom Gua rrlala had
leng-standing t

claims. In 1993, 5

was forced to resign after
his attempt to Impose an
authoritarian regime ignit-
ed a wave of protests.

Due to its location in the Cuchumatanes
Mountains, the Ixil Community has remained
mostly isolated from the rest of the world. Its
people have maintained their traditional cul-

ture free from influences of the outside world. A number of politicians in the administration of

President Pérez Molina, including Vice-President
Roxana Baldetti, were accused of setting up a cus-
toms corruption ring with the help of high-ranking
officials in the tax and customs administration.

Zaculeu, Maya archeological site, d Lemoa Lagoon, Quiché,

In Livingston, the Garifi
Huehuetenango. ‘_‘. n ingston, the Garifuna people

(descendants of West African,
Central African, Island Carib, Eu-
ropean, and Arawak people) have
maintained the intriguing, multi-
cultural traditions of their West
African and Carib-Arawak ances-
tors since colonial times, despite
successive threats of slavery, col-
A A - onization, war, and deportation.
They are known for playing or
dancing along to their distinctive
drum-based Punta music and
éi v - their unique cuisine.

San Juan Comalapa is a small
Kaqchikel town which has a
population of around 35,000.

< In September 2015, Perez Molina, a former
Characterized by its murals }

offi resigned after thousands demonstrate

telling the story of the town several week

and its citizens, Comalapa’s ar-
tistic production has become a
referent for the Naive painting
scene within several small art
galleries and schools.

w5 ! . Religious syncretism is part of the ancient Ma-
ya-Tzutuhil culture in places like Santiago Ati-
tlan in Solola. The worship of Maximan in the
Santa Cruz brotherhood, under the watchful
eyes of five members of the brotherhood, is an
important practice. Pilgrims pray and make of-
ferings to the pagan saint, in the form of flow-
ers, alcohol, fruits, tobacco, and money. This
character is the confluence of an ancient Maya
god, Judas Iscariot, and Saint Simon.
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Totonicapan was one of the most impor-
tant sites in the Kingdom of the Maya
K'iche', before the arrival of the Span-
lards, and the traditions and customs of
this ethnic group persist there today
mainly threugh traditional dance festivals.
Both pre-Hispanic and colonial in origin,
the different traditional dances incorpo-
rate colorful masks, costumes, and music

into the storytelling of Maya history and
myths, as In the Dance of the Conquest.

The landscape is pre-
dominantly mountain-
ous and heavily forest-
ed, with narrow coast-
al plains and tropical,
humid lowlands blan-
keted in rainforests.

In January 20186,
the conservative
party candid
Jimmy Moral
former comedian,
took office as
president.

Semuc Champey, Alta Verapaz.

Magdalena Lagoon,
Huehuetenango.

By 1994, peace talks had
begun between the gov-
ernment and rebels of
the Guatemalan Revolu-
tionary National Unity.
That year, right-wing
parties won a majority in
legislative elections.

Mixco Viejo, Maya archeologi-
cal site, Chimaltenango.

Hely Week, or Semana Santa, is the annual
Christian celebration of the passion, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Holy
Week began in the 16th century when the
first religious brotherhoods were estab-
lished in the Panchoy Valley. For La Anti-

Lake Atitlan, Sclola.

In 1995, rebels declared
a ceasefire; the UN and
U5, criticized Guate-
mala for widespread
human rights abuses.

On April 28, 1998, Bi

In 1996, Alvaro Arzu was elected
president. He conducted a purge
of senior military officers and
signed the peace agreement with
rebels after 36 years of civil war.

p Juan Gerardi, a

gua, Holy Week is one of the most impor-
tant celebrations of the year. Thousands
take part in the processions, organized by
churches up to a year in advance, as a test
of penance and of devotion.

Esquipulas is the largest
city located in the depart-
ment of Chiquimula. Its
main attraction is the Black
Christ located in the Basili-
ca de Esquipulas, making
the city an important place
of Catholic pilgrimage for
Central America.

Santiage de los Caballeros (today's Anti-

There are many ancient Maya cities in Gua-
temala. These ancient structures stand as
evidence of the architectural skills and ad-
vanced concepts of design employed by
the Maya civilization more than one thou-
sand years ago. The Maya Empire flour-
ished between 200 and 900 AD, before
the arrival of the Spanish conquistadors.

El Mirador, Tikal, Yaxha, Naranjo, Dos Pilas,
Iximehé, Kaminaljuyd, Piedras Negras, QGui-
rigud, Takalik Abaj, Mixco Viejo, and Zac-
uleu are just a few notable locations within
the Maya Empire.

Poverty levels in Guatemala are very
high. Recent statistics indicate that the
percentage of Guatemalans living In
poverty is approximately 64%, and over
30% of them are living in extreme pov-
erty. Factors, both historical and cultur-
al, have fundamentally shaped Guate-
mala’s current levels of poverty and
economic disparity. Within this context,
key exclusionary forces have influenced
the country's historical pattern of devel-
opment, including massive land expro-
priation from the indigenous population
which has resulted in one of the most
unequal land distributions in the world.

gua, Guaternala) was the third capital of
the Kingdom of Guatemala. It is encircled
by the Agua, Fuego, and Acatenango vol-
canoes. The capital was established there
after moving from the Almelonga Valley
due to a severe flood. It remained the cap-
ital city for almost two centuries. After the
Santa Marta earthquakes shook the coun-
try in 1773, the Spanish Crown ordered the
capital city's transfer to the Valle de la
Ermita, where it still is today.

human rights campaigner, was murdered two
days after the presentation of a groundbreak-
ing church-sponsored report implicating the
responsibility of military In the murders and

di f 200,000 ci The Dia de todos los Santos (Day of All Saints),
isappearances of some ) ci

celebrated on November 1st, is a time when the
worlds of the living and the dead are believed to
mesh together and spirits return to Earth from
heaven. To celebrate the D/a de todos los Santos,
Guatemalans across the country pay visits to
cemeteries and prepare a special dish called fi-
ambre (a cold meat and legume salad). The kite
festivals of Santiago and Sumpango-both in the
Sacatepéquez region-are about honoring the
dead and communicating with them.

ecurity force

of all human
rights atr s committed
during the civil war. Senior of-
ficials had overseen 626 mas-
sacres in Maya villages, which the Venice Bien-
claimed over 200,000 lives in nials for the last
30 ye e 15 years.

GUATEMALA: HISTORY,
CULTURE, LANDSCAPE

(1960 - PRESENT)

such a violent country.
- ks Guatemala is the third largest country in
Central America and shares borders to the
North and West with Mexice, to the South-
east with El Salvader and Honduras, to the
Northeast with Belize and the Caribbean
Sea, and to the South with the Pacific
Ocean. It has an area of 108,890 square
kilometers (42,043 square miles), slightly
smaller than the state of Tennessee. Be-
cause of its consistently temperate climate,
Guatemala has been called the “Land of
Eternal Spring.” Crops such as coffee,
sugar, bananas, and cocoa are grown for
both local consumption and export.

A string of volcanoes rises above the
southern highlands along the Pacific,
four of which are still active. The region
is sustained by rivers flowing into both
the Pacific and the Caribbean.
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sector of young artists,



