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Design, Bitches, Masters of Archifecturs, 2012
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ALMOST ANYTHING GOES
IN SANTA BARBARA

Alrmost Amything Goes: Anchitecturs snd nchashing

Musaem of Contemporary Arta Santa Barbara
653 Pagp Nuevo, Santa Barbam, €A
Through April 13

18 impossible 10 whdangsienata the role tha
mugeurn and galieny ashibitions hawve “'n-,-n:u
in tha history of modem architeciure. Figures
like Giuvsappd Terragnd, Lilly Resch, Bemand
Rudafsky and, todey, Mail Denari and Diller +
Sooficdio have a8 desigred for and in the Space
af the gallery. They aoften desgned exhitations
bafore they could get a building commission,
of during & P ernies, et tor all o
these igures the galeny Was a8 sife whare they
Could thadiize or consinuct mooes that weena
Sl SEening o thir RkEdSs DUt nol yol posSibke
to resliza. Some of the most excit i Lk o

in 207 century Avant-garda architectura war
firgd tholeght ot e galkerias, such as Frodenck
Kiesler's Endless City, and his "L and T
miethod of mstallation desgn. In recent times,
Dillar + Scofuto’s Tousems; sufCase Studles
{19591} can swrely be said 1o have lead to thedr
design for The Brassena, Boston's 1LA, and

N O

s [LiS] wnvile=al fi.'.l'l-' Box galkengthaater at
MiohdA, Thoosgh the historic links from gafary
to building are claar, critics often assart that
architects i galenes oo no produce architesiurs
Dut gt oF, wworse, anchifaciung posing as art

1 bt o Ebdeiiys, @ G
for architects who long for physical spaces
whang thayy can axpenmant, communcate
vl the punic, and swcceed of Tml, The gallany
Space provides an opportunity for architects to
qpanimant in eal terd, and Spach has N
BEaan more Impartant Ihan ooy whan cepia
design can imagine the most hypearbolc forms
use of Rovee matenals, and Qeommetngs thal mdny
or may mot ke busdable. Benjarmin Ball of Bal
Mogueas Studio, 8 praction that has flourishad
in 1l dasgn of installatons, makes exacthy
this point about their work for gafersas, Their
goal, Ball admits, 15 to ba v diakogue with tha
B YRBFS 01 arUSTec praclicg, Bul envan morg
they want to do research sbout craft and the
procass of producton

Thesa msues of design miant, production,
and evan reception ane &l plaved out in the
exchibition Almost Anpthing Goes: Afchitectung
angd inclkesnaty ot the Musaeurm of Loniemporany
Arts Semia Barbara, Concaiad and co-curabed
by Bragitta Kouwo, a dasignar with
grchiachuns, and he museums deechor and
chief curator ik Garca, eontinued on page 24
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ALMOST ANYTHING GOES IH SANTA
BARBARA continued Irgm page 23 i1 smanby
salacts a group o §young Southam Califomia
dasignars all woarking iy driflerant aneas al
architeciural regsaneh and prod Ball-
Moguas Studiowas a nickesion in this
sureny, Theny are poined by Amorphes, Adelur
tanferdini, Design Bicheas, d0§5u &
Architectuna, Dagital Physicad, and Vanate Labs
Tha antrance to the axchiod foregrounds
an aight-foottall sculpturnal object axa, 2013,
created by DOYSU Studic Architactune ar J ts
princple Dons Sung. 115 8 Creatne Siudy for @
ruitiple leyared building fecada if it veere mada
of thermo-benatals, wm this chso ahusmn
& "z, matenial that inherently responds
to ternperatura, curling whan heated and
tbaning whan cooled, — It sams 19 chalenge
cur percaption of a facade as only & protactive
coating whan it could be, as Sung saw, "8
-!.':‘. HOMSrAE BN BCTAE SN,
Seattened around the gallery are u
candy colored tablatops crasted by Alele
Manfardini thet foreground architectura's
‘communicative velue™ and lock good encugh
to eat. Tha architects i this axhibit ara
VOUTHT S0 O Wants 1o encourage ali sos
of experimentation strategies, but also 1o wam
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LT ‘._;u b anecarg af tha pOSSIDia Chonis o
&t weorkd production, All of the works in the
exhibition do focus on architectuna, The Sculp
tural wall preods by AMmoipies oouhd Danatit
from an wpdated reading on tha critiques of
rmimemaksm, But 5t they SU09ast B reaionsig
between the viewer and the work of art
mediated by parsonal conditions—a major
concem of archifects, Another installation that
stradidlas the strategies of art but still makes a
cormancing case for what archilacts can Bring
ta thia rn:l_...!-': ara the phalographs by Desg Ay’
Bitches that wse personal imagas of the
architects standing in for the mals heroes

St yore, 1Ry Bhe Quele CoMmancmg and hilanous,
Dasign Bitches also has a beautifully crafted
saiies of contrate bags archad across the
galany cailing Wl Clouds dnppeng raan that
playing with notions of “heaviness and sombsar
fightness.”

Thid old nSTARALGN pros HalkMogues pro-
ducad tha most convincing cbiect and créative
design strabegy with thair Mackey Mouse aad-
Lk paner larmp. |1 was created by shooting
paper pulp though a pressured sprayer into
rraids of flesdble inflatabie Tabne, These paper
larnps are one-off prototypes in the gallany,
but suggast & way of ':rk"_l':""l'.l oiyects of mass
proguction, Bal-Mogueas
on its first balding in San -f'-n-.-.':-"-i:-_ Taxas

Sanla Harkarg o 3 sedocthan Erctecapn of
histaric mission architeciura, Dine doea not
expact to find sdvanturcus dasin heng. 50
the curatars ane to be congratulated for making
this exhibit happan in thair enticing shopping
mall gallary, It displanys agam the amazing
dapth and credtnaly of young archinects n the
Southarn California region
WILLIAM MENKING IS ANS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.
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