Coast Lines

PERFECT GETAWAY

Santa Barbara

Give your car a vacation, too, and explore the pedestrian-friendly city

JUST BEING OUTDOORS IS A PLEASURE inbreezy, scenic Santa Barbara,

where every vista includes the shimmering Pacific or the golden faces of the

Santa Ynez Mountains. With Amtrak’s Pacific Surfliner delivering passengers near
the heart of town, it’s easy to leave your wheels behind for an adventure on foot.
Outdoor festivities crowd the city calendar this month, starting with over-the-water
Independence Day fireworks along West Beach. Reach beyond the city’s Spanish
heritage and join in its celebration of all things Gallic at the free-admission French
Festival on July 12 and 13. The poodle parade is arite not to be missed.—Valli Herman

The 30-acre, parklike grounds
SE_E of the SANTA BARBARA ZOO

(free to $15) house more than
400 animals and make for a relaxing walk.
For a fee, you can feed the barnyard animals,
the giraffes, or ride one of the minitrains. Join
TREK TRAVEL BIKE TOURS for a four-day spin
($2,200) to visit local sites, including Solvang.
Or get arty in the FUNK ZONE, a growing artists’
enclave of galleries, restaurants, bars, and
tasting rooms amid downtown warehouses, near
the MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART. And
no visit to the city is complete without a stroll
through €© oLD MISSION SANTA BARBARA
(free to $8) on a self-guided or docent-led tour.
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Grab a map to the uRBAN
T_A 8 TE WINE TRAIL for a baptism

in Central Coast wineries,
such as FOX WINES, AVA SANTA BARBARA,
and Au BON cLIMAT. Clustered downtown, the
city’s 22 tasting rooms are architecturally interest-
ing—note the up-cycled chic of @ muNiICIPAL
WINEMAKERS: stacked filing cabinets and a
bottle chandelier in a repurposed warehouse. With
amenu categorized as farm, ranch, and ocean,
THE LARK ($10 to $38) offers a seasonal taste of
the region; fried Castelvetrano olives stuffed with
goat cheese ($9) pair with a Santa Rita chardonnay.
Or enjoy New England clam chowder ($7.25) with
the locals at the harbor-view BROPHY BROS.

Take the Train

Catch Amtrak’s ocean-view
Pacific Surfliner to Santa

Barbara from Fullerton,
Anaheim, Santa Ana, Irvine,
or San Juan Capistrano.
Round-trip tickets start at $68.

Fresh from a remodel,
RELAX the 360-room €) FESS

PARKER DOUBLETREE
BY HILTON RESORT ($259 to $570) is perfectly
situated for beach strolls. Wander its lush 24
acres, or watch the sunset from your balcony.
A boutique hotel with 122 oceanfront guestrooms,
HOTEL MILO ($260 to $514), the former Hotel
Oceanag, sits in the heart of West Beach between
Stearns Wharf and the harbor. Borrow one of Milo’s
beach cruisers for a roll down wide city streets and
nearby bike trails. Nature comes to your door at
the @ BELMOND EL ENCANTO ($575 to $1,640),
the upgraded 1920s resort where bungalow suites
sitin a private garden.
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